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SUBJECT: ZAIRE AND ANGOLA IN US PRESS 

THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY DAVID OTTAWAY APPEARED IN 
JAN. 26 WASHINGTON POST DATELINED KINSHASA. QUOTE 
THERE ARE INCREASING SIGNS THAT ZAIRE IS NOW INTERESTED 
IN REACHING AN ACCOMMODATION WITH THE SOVIET-BACKED 
POPULAR MOVEMENT FOR THE LIBERATION OF ANGOLA AND MAY 
EVEN BE READY TO DROP ITS LONGSTANDING SUPPORT FOR THE RI- 
VAL NATIONAL ERONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF ANGOLA TO 
ACHIEVE AN UNDERSTANDING WITH THE POPULAR MOVEMENT. 

TOP ZAIRIAN LEADERS, INCLUDING PRESIDENT MOBUTU SESE SEKO, 
HAVE BEEN HINTING RECENTLY AT A SHIET IN OEFICIAL POLICY 
TOWARD THE CONTENDING ANGOLAN EACTIONS IN BOTH PUBLIC 
STATEMENTS AND PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS WITH WESTERN 
JOURNALISTS. 

THE SHIFT COINCIDES WITH A RADICAL CHANGE OVER THE PAST 
MONTHS IN THE HARD REALITIES FACING THIS ECONOMICALLY 
AND MILITARILY VULNERABLE COUNTRY. 
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THE NATIONAL FRONT ARMY THAT PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED ZAIRE 

WITH A SIZEABLE BUFFER ZONE BETWEEN ITS TERRITORY AND 
THE HEAVILY, SOVIET-ARMED POPULAR MOVEMENT HAS NOW 
LARGELY COLLAPSED AND BEEN DRIVEN BACK TO WITHIN 60 
MILES OF THE ZAIRIAN BORDER. 

IN ADDITION, THE POPULAR MOVEMENT ARMY HAS DESTROYED A 
VITAL RAIL BRIDGE JUST INSIDE ZAIRE AT DILOLO AND THUS 
CUT SOUTHERN SHABA PROVINCE'S MAIN OUTLET TO THE ATLANTIC 
OCEAN THROUGH ANGOLA. THERE ARE FEARS THAT THE 
POPULAR MOVEMENT MAY TRY TO CLOSE THE ZAIRE RIVER TO 
SHIP TRAFFIC AND THUS PROVOKE THE ECONOMIC ASPHYXIATION 
OF THIS COOPER-EXPORTING NATION. 

IN THIS CONTEXT, PRESIDENT MOBUTU'S EARLY JANUARY 
INTERVIEW WITH A BELGIAN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHED IN THE 
KINSHASA PRESS YESTERDAY SEEMS TO TAKE ON SPECIAL 
SIGNIFICANCE. 

THE ZAIRIAN PRESIDENT SAID HIS COUNTRY HAS LONG- 
SUPPORTED THE NATIONAL FRONT AND ITS LEADER, HOLDEN 
ROBERTO, OUT OF "SENTIMENTALISM " AND ALSO FOR ITS 
OWN PEACE AND SECURITY. BUT HE THEN ADDED, "THINGS 
HAVING BECOME WHAT THEY ARE TODAY, THERE MUST BE AN END 
TO SENTIMENTALISM ON OUR PART." 

HE SAID ZAIRE STILL SUPPORTS A COMPROMISE AMONG THE 
'DIFFERENT TENDENCIES" WITHIN THE ANGOLAN NATIONALIST 
MOVEMENT, BUT HE DID NOT INSIST SPECIFICALLY THAT THE 
NATIONAL FRONT SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN A COALITION 
GOVERNMENT. 

MEANWHILE, OTHER TOP ZAIRIAN OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN 
STRESSING THAT ZAIRE IS NOT HOSTILE TO THE POPULAR 
MOVEMENT ITSELF BUT ONLY WARY OF THE DESIGNS THAT ITS 
ALLIES, CUBA AND THE SOVIET UNION, MAY HAVE ON THEIR 
COUNTRY. 

"WE ARE NOT AGAINST THE POPULAR MOVEMENT," REMARKED 
ZAIRE'S FOREIGN MINISTER MANDUNGU BULA NY ATI IN AN 
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INTERVIEW DURING THE ADDIS ABABA AFRICAN SUMMIT 
CONFERENCE ON ANGOLA EARLIER THIS MONTH. NOR, HE SAID, 

WAS ZAIRE AGAINST A COALITION GOVERNMENT DOMINATED BY 
THE POPULAR MOVEMENT. 

"THE PROBLEM IS HOW TO BRING ABOUT SUCH A COALITION 
GOVERNMENT," HE SAID. 
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THE FOREIGN MINISTER SAID HE THOUGHT AN ALLIANCE BETWEEN 
ONLY THE POPULAR MOVEMENT AND THE SOUTHERN-BASED NATIONAL 
UNION FOR THE TOTAL INDEPENDENCE OF ANGOLA WOULD BE 

DIFFICULT BECAUSE ROBERTO'S NORTHERN NATIONAL FRONT ARMY 
WOULD CONTINUE TO FIGHT. 

BUT WITHOUT ZAIRE'S SUPPORT, IT IS THOUGHT UNLIKELY THAT 
THE NATIONAL FRONT ARMY COULD CARRY ON MORE THAN A LOW- 
GRADE GUERRILLA WAR AGAINST THE POPULAR MOVEMENT AND 
THAT THE LONG-TERM ANSWER TO THIS COUNTRY'S SECURITY 
PROBLEMS MAY LIE IN AN ACEOMMODATION WITH THE SOVIET- 
BACKED GROUP. 

THERE HAVE BEEN REPORTS DATING BACK AS FAR AS LAST 
AUGUST OF A CONSIDERABLE COOLING OF RELATIONS BETWEEN 
MOBUTU AND THE NATIONAL FRONT'S ROBERTO AND INDICATIONS 
THAT THE ZAIRIAN LEADER WAS SWINGING SUPPORT AWAY FROM 
ROBERTO TO THE NATIONAL UNION IN SOUTHERN ANGOLA. 

SINCE, THAT TIME, THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE EVIDENCE 
OF LESS THAN TOTAL SUPPORT FROM ZAIRE FOR THE NATIONAL 
FRONT, PARTICULARLY DURING ITS ROUT AT THE HANDS OF 
HEAVILY- ARMED POPULAR MOVEMENT TROOPS IN NORTHERN ANGOLA 
EARLIER THIS MONTH. 

IN ADDITION, ZAIRIAN OFFICIALS ARE DENYING VEHEMENTLY 
THAT THERE IS ANY FAMILY TIE BETWEEN MOBUTU AND ROBERTO 
THROUGH THEIR WIVES, AS HAS BEEN SO WIDELY ASSUMED AND 
REPORTED IN THE WESTERN PRESS. "THERE IS NO TRUTH TO 
THIS AT ALL," INSISTED ONE KNOWLEDGEABLE ZAIRIAN 
OFFICIAL. UNQUOTE. KISSINGER 
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